


II K. 18:5-6 He trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel, so that 

after him there was none like him among all the kings of 

Judah, nor among those who were before him. For he clung 

to the LORD; he did not depart from following Him, but kept 

His commandments, which the LORD had commanded 

Moses.
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1   Premier model of our most vital, lifelong need: 

unfailing faith

2 Incomparable leadership of God’s people

3 Uncompromising religious reformer

4 Consistent follower of the most spiritually-minded 
counselors 
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The oval bulla -- which is 0.5 inches wide -- is 
estimated to be 2,700 years old.
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Biblical King's seal discovered in dump site
By Will Heilpern, for CNN
Updated 11:45 AM ET, Fri December 4, 2015 

(CNN)A dump site is the last place you would expect to find 
an 8th century B.C. seal for a papyrus document signed by 
one of the kings of Judah. Perhaps that's why it has taken 
2,700 years for the piece of clay inscribed with King 
Hezekiah's seal to be discovered in Jerusalem. It is believed 
to be the first-ever seal -- also referred to as a "bulla" -- from 
an Israeli or Judean King to be discovered by archaeologists.

https://twitter.com/willheilpern
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Personal crisis: terminal illness
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Spiritual and national reforms (II Chron. 29-31) 82 vv. 



Let us not be frightened with apprehension of the continual 
decay of virtue, as if, when times and men are bad, they must 
needs, of course, grow worse and worse. That does not follow. 



For after many bad kings, God raised up one that was like David 
himself. --Matthew Henry



. . . And the Spirit of the LORD 

began to stir him in Mahaneh-dan, 

between Zorah and Eshtaol.

Judges 13:25



Now in those days John the 

Baptist came, preaching in the 

wilderness of Judea. . . 
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Spiritual and national reforms (II Chron. 29-31) 82 vv.

II Chronicles 16:9 Be a person who catches God’s eye

because your heart is entirely His.  



Spiritual and national reforms

National crisis: the Assyrian invasion (II Kings 18-19)
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Every work which he began in the 

service of the house of God in law 

and in commandment, seeking his 

God, he did with all his heart and 

prospered. II Chron. 31:21

After these acts of faithfulness. . . 

II Chron. 32:1a
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T I T L E  

As for Hezekiah the Judahite, who did not submit to my yoke: forty-six 
of his strong, walled cities, as well as the small towns in their area, 
which were without number, by levelling with battering-rams and by 
bringing up siege-engines, and by attacking and storming on foot, by 
mines, tunnels, and breeches, I besieged and took them. 200,150 
people, great and small, male and female, horses, mules, asses, 
camels, cattle and sheep without number, I brought away from them 
and counted as spoil. (Hezekiah) himself, like a caged bird I shut up in 
Jerusalem, his royal city.“
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National crisis: the Assyrian invasion

Faithfulness will not exempt from trouble. But it is

certainly the very best preparation for it. 



“Look for crosses, and 

while it is fair weather, 

mend the sails of the ship.”

--Samuel Rutherford
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1 Hezekiah has a terminal illness (Isaiah 38:1) PERSONAL

2 Hezekiah prays for more life (Isaiah 38:2-3) PERSONAL

3 Hezekiah told that he will live and that God will deliver from 
the Assyrians (Isaiah 38:6) PERSONAL

4 Babylonian embassy to congratulate (Isaiah 39) PERSONAL

5 Hezek. prays for deliver. from the Assyr. (Is. 37:14-20) NATION

6 God delivers from the Assyrians (Isaiah 37:21-38) NATION



Isaiah 37:21 Because you have 

prayed to Me about Sennacharib. . . 
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National crisis: the Assyrian invasion

Personal crisis: terminal illness (Isaiah 38)

Key to understanding significance: its timing

Personal crisis had prepared him to pray effectually

in the time of national crisis. 
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Martin Luther on Psalm 6  This psalm and 

others like it will never be thoroughly 

understood or prayed unless disaster stares 

man in the face. . . No one who has not been 

profoundly terrified and forsaken prays 

profoundly. Blessed are they who experience 

this in life. When you think you are devoured, 

then you shall shine forth as the morning 

star. 
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National crisis: the Assyrian invasion

Personal crisis: terminal illness (Isaiah 38)

Divine testing: the Babylonian embassy (Isaiah 39)



1 Hezekiah has a terminal illness (Isaiah 38:1) PERSONAL

2 Hezekiah prays for more life (Isaiah 38:2-3) PERSONAL

3 Hezekiah told that he will live and that God will deliver from 
the Assyrians (Isaiah 38:6) PERSONAL

4 Babylonian embassy to congratulate (Isaiah 39) PERSONAL

5 Hezek. prays for deliver. from the Assyr. (Is. 37:14-20) NATION

6 God delivers from the Assyrians (Isaiah 37:21-38) NATION



Spiritual and national reforms

National crisis: the Assyrian invasion

Personal crisis: terminal illness (Isaiah 38)

Divine testing: the Babylonian embassy (Isaiah 39)

Key to understanding: II Chron. 32:31



What was in his heart?



What was in his heart?

II Chron. 32:25



What was in his heart?

II Chron. 32:25 PRIDE



What was in his heart?

II Chron. 32:25 PRIDE

What was God’s response?



What was in his heart?

II Chron. 32:25 PRIDE

What was God’s response?

II Chron. 32:25



What was in his heart?

II Chron. 32:25 PRIDE

What was God’s response?

II Chron. 32:25 WRATH



What was in his heart?

II Chron. 32:25 PRIDE

What was God’s response?

II Chron. 32:25 WRATH

What did Hezekiah do?



What was in his heart?

II Chron. 32:25 PRIDE

What was God’s response?

II Chron. 32:25 WRATH

What did Hezekiah do?
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What was in his heart?

II Chron. 32:25 PRIDE

What was God’s response?

II Chron. 32:25 WRATH

What did Hezekiah do?

II Chron. 32:26 HUMBLED HIMSELF
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II Peter 5:5-6  You younger men, likewise, 

be subject to your elders; and all of you, 

clothe yourselves with humility toward 

one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO 

THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE 

HUMBLE. Therefore humble yourselves 

under the mighty hand of God, that He 

may exalt you at the proper time. 
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Be a person who catches God’s eye because your heart is 
entirely His.  

Faithfulness will not exempt from trouble. But it is

certainly the very best preparation for it.

Personal crisis prepares us to pray effectually

in a time of greater crisis for God’s people. 

Divine testing searches for the pride that must be humbled

in order for God to lift us up. 



II K. 18:5-6 He trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel, so that 

after him there was none like him among all the kings of 

Judah, nor among those who were before him. For he clung 

to the LORD; he did not depart from following Him, but kept 

His commandments, which the LORD had commanded 

Moses.


