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Traditional “Penitential” Psalms

6 O LORD, do not rebuke me in Your anger (1a).
32 How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven (1a).
38 My iniquities are gone-over my head (4a).
51 Against You, You only, | have sinned. . . (4a).
102 Because of Your indignation and Your wrath,

for You have lifted me up and cast me away.(10).
130 /f You, LORD, should mark iniquities,

O Lord, who could stand (3)?
143 In Your sight no man living is righteous (2a).
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Traditional Individual “Penitential” Psalms

6 O LORD, do not rebuke me in Your anger (1a).
32 How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven (1a).
38 My iniquities are gone-over my head (4a).
51 Against You, You only, | have sinned. . . (4a).
102 Because of Your indignation and Your wrath,

for You have lifted me up and cast me away.(10).
130 /f You, LORD, should mark iniquities,

O Lord, who could stand (3)?
143 In Your sight no man living is righteous (2a).
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Additional Individ. “Acknowledgement” Psalms

19 Who can discern his errors? Acquit me of hidden

faults. Also keep.back Your servant from presumptuous
sins. . . (12-13a).

25 Do not remember the sins of my youth (7a).
Pardon my iniquity, for it is great (11b).

31 My strength has failed because of my. iniquity.(10c).

39 Deliver me from all my transgressions (8a).

40 My iniquities have overtaken me (12b).

41 Heal my soul, for | have sinned against You (4b).
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Additional Individ. “Acknowledgement” Psalms

65 Iniquities prevail against me (3a).
69 My wrongs are not hidden from You (5b).
86 You, LORD, .are good, and'ready to forgive (5a).
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But how?



? What Use Are We to Make of

¢ the Confessional Psalms?

But how? Look at Psalm 25.






Far from my
deliverance are
the words of my
groaning.







You have ransomed me,

O LORD, God of
truth.






They also gave me gall
for my food, and for

my they gave me
vinegar to drink.




? What Use Are We to Make of

¢ the Confessional Psalms?

A. As single verses or phrases.



Romans 3:10-18




Romans 3:10-18

Psalm 14:1-3
Psalm 5:9




? What Use Are We to Make of

the Confessional Psalms?

A. As single verses or phrases.
B. As combinations of verses or phrases.
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WE MUST TAKE HOLD OF THE GREAT ENCOURAGEMENT GOD HATH
GIVEN US TO HUMBLE OURSELVES BEFORE HIM WITH SORROW AND
SHAME, AND TO CONFESS OUR SINS

lF thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who should stand? But

there is forgiveness with thee that I thou mayest be feared; with thee there is
mercy, yea with our God there is plenteous redemption, and he shall redeem
Israel from all his iniquities. Psalm 130:3, 4, 7, 8.

Thy sacrifices, O God, are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O
God, thou wilt not despise: Nay, though thou art the high and lofty One that
inhabitest eternity, whose name is Holy; though the heaven be thy throne, and
the earth thy footstool, yet to this man wilt thou look, that is poor and humble,
of a broken and a contrite spirit, and that trembleth at thy word, to revive the
spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. Psalm 51:17.
Isaiah 57:15. Isaiah 66:1, 2. Isaiah 57:15.

Thou hast graciously assured us, that though they that cover their sins shall
not prosper, yet those that confess and forsake them shall find mercy. And
when a poor penitent said, I will confess my transgression unto the Lord, thou
forgavest the iniquity of his sin, and for this shall every one that is godly in
like manner pray unto thee, in a time when thou mayest be found. Proverbs
28:13. Psalm 32:5, 6.

We know that if we say, We have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us; but thou hast said that if we confess our sins, thou art faith-
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Traditional Individual “Penitential” Psalms

6 O LORD, do not rebuke me in Your anger (1a).
32 How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven (1a).
38 My iniquities are gone-over my head (4a).
51 Against You, You only, | have sinned. . . (4a).
102 Because of Your indignation and Your wrath,

for You have lifted me up and cast me away.(10).
130 /f You, LORD, should mark iniquities,

O Lord, who could stand (3)?
143 In Your sight no man living is righteous (2a).


https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjMzsuVoZHXAhVM_WMKHcrDAdkQjRwIBw&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DbArc7F6Z5TY&psig=AOvVaw2oc0zXwQmeHGXo-71VTaAi&ust=1509209356092676

Additional Individ. “Acknowledgement” Psalms

19 Who can discern his errors? Acquit me of hidden

faults. Also keep.back Your servant from presumptuous
sins. . . (12-13a).

25 Do not remember the sins of my youth (7a).
Pardon my iniquity, for it is great (11b).

31 My strength has failed because of my. iniquity.(10c).

39 Deliver me from all my transgressions (8a).

40 My iniquities have overtaken me (12b).

41 Heal my soul, for | have sinned against You (4b).
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Additional Individ. “Acknowledgement” Psalms

65 Iniquities prevail against me (3a).
69 My wrongs are not hidden from You (5b).
86 You, LORD, .are good, and'ready to forgive (5a).
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? What Use Are We to Make of

the Confessional Psalms?

Il They are for ? (31:1; 39:1; 40:1; 41:1; 51:1)
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? What Use Are We to Make of
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Il They are for Our Singing
--9 were written For the choir director
--2 are called songs (65; 130)
--1 is with stringed instruments, upon an
eight-stringed lyre (6)



What Use Are We to Make of

the Confessional Psalms?

Il They are for Our Singing
--9 were written For the choir director
--2 are called songs (65; 130)
--1 is with stringed instruments, upon an
eight-stringed lyre (6)
--1is accordine to Shoshannim (69)
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18 psalm settings

5 were confessional



It seems to me that because the Psalms thus serve
him who sings them as a mirror, wherein he sees
himself and his own soul,

--Athanasius (296-373)
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It seems to me that because the Psalms thus serve
him who sings them as a mirror, wherein he sees
himself and his own soul, he cannot help but render
them in @ manner that their words go home with
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It seems to me that because the Psalms thus serve
him who sings them as a mirror, wherein he sees
himself and his own soul, he cannot help but render
them in @ manner that their words go home with
equal force to those who hear him sing, and stir
them also to a like reaction. Sometimes it is
repentance that is generated in this way, as by the
conscience-stirring words of Psalm 51.

--Athanasius (296-373)



The beginning of understanding is
to know thyself to be a sinner.

--Augustine



? What Use Are We to Make of

the Confessional Psalms?

Il They are for Our Singing
Il They are for Authenticating Ourselves



For all have sinned. . . (Romans 3:23).



For all have sinned. . . (Romans 3:23).

| have sinned. . . (Psalm 51:4).
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